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The Department of Agricul-
tural Economics and Agribusiness 
continues to grow, graduating 
many students over the past few 
years. This year is no exception. 
We graduated a record 109 un-
dergraduates, five master’s degree 
students and eight doctoral candi-
dates. 

The ability of the department 
to maintain this outstanding level 
of performance is being jeopar-
dized by the bleak budget outlook 
for the state, however. Unfortu-
nately, the budgets of the state of 
Louisiana, the university and the 
LSU AgCenter have been reduced 
to unprecedented levels. Additional 
reductions are forecast for the next 
fiscal year. All departments in the 
AgCenter have been significantly 
affected. 

I am saddened to report that 
if anticipated budget reductions 
become a reality, the department 
may be required to lay off several 
hard-working faculty members. 

Media Coverage and Food Safety 
Perceptions

Recent food recalls and food scares in the United 
States have heightened consumers’ risk perceptions 
about the food system’s susceptibility to deliberate or 
accidental contamination of the food supply (food de-
fense and safety events). Consumers’ confidence in the 
safety of the food supply is affected by media coverage 
of food defense and safety events. 

Dr. R. Wes Harrison and his graduate student, Abhishek Bharad, along with 
Dennis Degeneffe and Dr. Jeane Kinsey from the University of Minnesota, have 
undertaken a study to examine the effects of media coverage on perceptions of 
food safety. The objectives of the study were: (1) to estimate media agenda-setting 
effects on consumer confidence in the safety of the U.S. food 
supply chain and (2) to analyze how the agenda-setting effect 
varies across consumer segments.

Results from a continuous tracking of consumer confidence 
and media coverage of food defense/safety events over a 67-week 
period between May 2008 and August 2009 are reported in the 
study. Factor analysis was performed on consumer characteristic 
statements to identify seven factors. Factor scores for these seven 
factors were used as inputs in a consumer segmentation proce-
dure. A two-step segmentation approach, hierarchical cluster analysis followed by 
partition cluster analysis, was used to create eight consumer segments. An ordered 
probit model was used to test the hypothesis that media coverage of food defense/
safety events affects consumer confidence in the safety of the U.S. food system. 

The results show media coverage significantly and negatively affected con-
sumer confidence in the safety of nation’s food supply during the sample period. 
The results also indicated the effect of media coverage was 
different for each consumer segment identified in the study. 
Socioeconomic and demographic factors such as geographic 
region, media source, household size, age, ethnicity, educa-
tion and gender also had significant effects on consumer 
confidence in the safety of U.S. food supply. 

Another finding of the study was that the media effect 
varies, depending on the media source used by respondents. 
Television had a negative effect on consumer confidence in the safety of the U.S. 

food system, while Internet and news-
papers had a positive effect relative to 
television.
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These faculty members are respon-
sible for a significant portion of the 
department’s teaching and research. 
In addition, we will need to reduce 
the size of the graduate program.

Our faculty members have dou-
bled grant support for their research 
programs that added support for 
graduate students. But we remain in 
substantial need of external support 
for students, now more than ever. 
The current economic crisis affects 
us all. I hope those who are able will 
join me in contributing financially 
to assist our students. Please use the 
attached form to contribute. 

I want you to know the remain-
ing faculty members will continue to 
uphold high standards and will not 
cut corners. We are retaining a critical 
mass of excellent faculty. Business 
will not be “as usual” but we will 
maintain a smaller, vibrant, and rigor-
ous academic program along with our 
research and extension programs. 

We invite you to the homecoming 
festivities on November 13, starting at 
10 a.m. in the Magnolia Room of the 
Student Union. Come and show your 
support for the Tigers and the Agri-
cultural Economics and Agribusiness 
program. See you in November.

Gail L. Cramer, Department Head 

The findings of the study are 
important and helpful for govern-
ment agencies and private companies 
involved in food distribution. A bet-
ter understanding of how mass media 
affects consumer confidence will aid 
in the food industry’s response to food 
defense/safety incidents. The consumer 
segments developed in the study can be 
used for developing better risk com-
munication strategies directed toward 
specific consumer segments.

Media Coverage and Food 
Safety Perceptions
(continued from page 1)

Dr. Roger Hinson, Dr. John Westra 
and extension associate Ben Clark are 
leading the Louisiana implementa-
tion of MarketMaker, a free Internet 
marketing tool for 
Louisiana produc-
ers, businesses and 
consumers. 

Provided by 
the University of 
Illinois Extension, MarketMaker is 
a user-friendly tool for fishermen, 
shrimpers, farmers, ranchers and other 
food enterprise entrepreneurs. Market-
Maker enables producers to find buyers 
who value differentiated food products, 
with the hope of selling more products 
at higher prices. 

Typical sellers are direct market-
ers of agricultural products, such as 
vegetables, fruits, grains, meats and 
seafood, and value-added food prod-
ucts. Sellers promote through written 
descriptions, postings and Web links, 

MarketMaker – A Direct Marketing Alternative
and can use a set of market information 
to locate potential customers.

Buyers use keywords to search 
for products. Typical buyers might be 
individuals, farmers markets, wholesal-
ers or institutions looking for products 
with special attributes such as locally 
produced, heritage varieties, organic or 
others.

MarketMaker provides basic and 
advanced market analysis options, 
including a database with demograph-
ics that can be used to discover un-
tapped markets. Food-related busi-
nesses can set up their own profiles 
at La.FoodMarketMaker.com and can 
modify the profile at any time to keep 
consumers up-to-date on product avail-

ability, informa-
tion and other 
business an-
nouncements. 

For buyers, 
MarketMaker 
is a convenient 
Internet search tool to locate products 
they want, either directly from produc-
ers or from another source. 

MarketMaker is being used 
successfully in 15 states, including 
Mississippi and Arkansas, and is in 
the process of implementation in three 
other states, including Louisiana. 
MarketMaker is primarily a business-
to-business tool, but caters to direct 
sellers as well.

Registering a business on Market-
Maker involves visiting MarketMaker 
online and following the on-screen 
instructions to input business informa-
tion. The official Web address is: http://
la.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/main/index#
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Michael Dunn

Matthew Fannin

Ashok K. MishraDr. James Barnes

Dr. James Barnes was promoted 
to the rank of associate professor 
with tenure effective July 1, 2010. Dr. 
Barnes serves as director at the Delta 
Rural Development Center located 
in Oak Grove, La. In addition to his 
administrative responsibilities, Dr. 
Barnes also develops and delivers rel-
evant extension-based programming 
to rural communities in northeast Lou-
isiana. His primary areas of emphasis 
include entrepreneurship, leadership 

and regional community and economic development plan-
ning. Dr. Barnes’ research focus complements his extension 
program and includes the areas of rural health care, agribusi-
ness management and the economics of broadband technol-
ogy adoption. 

Dr. Michael A. Dunn was pro-
moted to the rank of professor ef-
fective July 1, 2010. Dr. Dunn has a 
research and extension appointment 
in the area of natural resource and 
forest economics. His responsibilities 
include developing research-based 
program materials in the area of forest 
economics, developing educational 
programs for forest landowners on 
timber marketing opportunities, 

providing area forestry agents and county agents with cur-
rent timber marketing information and working with forest 
industry leaders on policy and economic issues. 

Dr. James M. Fannin was pro-
moted to the rank of associate profes-
sor with tenure effective July 1, 2010. 
Dr. Fannin has a research and exten-
sion appointment. A primary focus 
of his research program is to measure 
and evaluate the dichotomy of per-
formance of public and private sector 
institutions between rural and urban 
areas and to provide local community 
decision support to address public 
policy issues. His extension program 

focuses on developing information to be used by local public 
and nonprofit sector institutions in making informed deci-
sions regarding issues such as land use, industrial targeting 
and public sector finance issues. 

Dr. Ashok K. Mishra was promoted to the rank of 
professor with tenure effective July 1, 2010. Dr. Mishra has 
a research and teaching appointment. His research program 
focuses on the areas of agricultural finance, farm household 
economics and farm management. Within these areas, his 

primary emphasis is on economic 
problems originating from agricultural 
policy shifts, new technology, income 
uncertainty and time allocation deci-
sions by farm families. Dr. Mishra’s 
teaching program includes both class-
room teaching and advising students. 
He has taught the introductory course 
in agricultural economics, as well as 
a graduate-level human capital and 
labor supply in agriculture course. He 
is serving as major professor for two 
doctoral students and one master’s student. 

Dr. Sanford Dooley was awarded 
the 2010 Bonnie Teater Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Southern 
Rural Development Center located at 
Mississippi State University. The cen-
ter represents the academic and out-
reach programs for the southern states. 
The award, consisting of a commemo-
rative plaque and a monetary award, 
annually recognizes an outstanding 
community development educator. The 
award highlights Dr. Dooley’s 42 years 
of advancing high quality economic and community devel-
opment work.

Dr. J. Ross Pruitt received the 
NACTA Jack Everly Journal Award at 
the Annual Conference of the North 
American Colleges and Teachers of 
Agriculture held at Penn State Univer-
sity in June 2010. The journal article 
was titled “Determinants of Students’ 
First Impressions of Instructors and 
Courses” published in the NACTA 
Journal 53(3):24-36.

Dr. James Barnes, along with 
team members Glenn Dixon, Dora Ann Hatch, Dr. Cynthia 
Pilcher and Kay Lynn Tettleton, were recognized by the 
National Association of Community Development Extension 
Professionals with the National Team Award–Excellence in 
Community Development Work. One of the team members, 
Dr. Cynthia Pilcher, also received the State Distinguished 
Service Award, Assisting Communities to Move from Pov-
erty to Prosperity.

Dr. James Barnes was appointed by Gov. Bobby Jindal 
to the Louisiana Broadband Advisory Council. 

Drs. R. Wes Harrison,  Steven Henning and Michael 
Salassi were named to the LSU Gamma Sigma Delta Teach-
ing Merit Honor Roll.

Faculty Awards and Recognition

J. Ross Pruitt

Sanford Dooley
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Transitions

Dr. Don Schofield, Dean, Dimitris Perrotis College of 
Agricultural Studies, American Farm School of Thessalo-
niki, Greece

Monday, Dec. 7, 2009 

An Overview of the American Farm School and Dimi-
tris Perrotis College

Dr. Laura Kalambokidis, Associate Professor, De-
partment of Applied Economics, University of Minnesota

Thursday, Dec. 10, 2009 

Subsidizing Charitable Contributions with a Match 
vs. Income Tax Rebate: What Happens to Donations and 
Compliance?

Dr. Vincent Smith, Professor, Department of Agricul-
tural Economics and Economics, Montana State University

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2010

Index-Based Agricultural Insurance in Developing 
Countries: Feasibility, Scalability and Sustainability

Debbie Mosher, a member of the 
departmental administrative staff for 33 
years, retired in November 2009. On 
November 6, the department celebrated 
her 33 years of dedication and service. 
One of Mosher’s primary responsibili-
ties was handling academic records for 
the department. In this capacity, she 
not only provided valuable support for 
the faculty, she also provided valuable 
service to our students. The department 
is very appreciative of her significant 
contributions.

Dr. Krishna Paudel returned from 
his sabbatical leave at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. He used his sabbatical leave 
time to work on econometric methods 
used in environmental economics and 
to write several papers in the environ-
mental economics area. 

Dr. Won Koo, Chamber of Commerce Distinguished 
Professor and Director of Center for Agricultural Policy 
and Trade Studies, North Dakota State University

Friday, March 5, 2010

An Economic Analysis of Carbon Sequestration in the 
Northern Plains

Dr. Gunnar Knapp, Institute of Social and Economics 
Research, University of Alaska, Anchorage

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Plenary Presentation at CNREP 2010: The 3rd Nation-
al Forum on Socioeconomic Research in Coastal Systems, 
New Orleans, La.

Climate Change and Alaska Coastal Communities: 
Potential Impacts and Policy Issues

Dennis Degeneffe, Research Fellow, The Food In-
dustry Center (TFIC), Department of Applied Economics, 
University of Minnesota

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Segmentation: Applications in the Private Sector

Efferson Lectures 2009-2010:

Debbie Mosher’s Retirement Party
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From the Graduate Students

Scholarship and Award Recipients

The Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness Alumni 
Association has established several scholarships made 
possible through the generous contributions of alumni and 
friends. Awards for these scholarships are made at the annual 
meeting of the association held each year in conjunction with 
LSU homecoming activities. The scholarships and recipients 
for 2009-10 are:

Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness Alumni 
Scholarship
 Nathan J. Matroad, Robert “Graham” Arnold,   
 Sarah Laborde, Elizabeth Frazekas    
 and Betty Mujica
E.P. Roy Memorial Scholarship
 Emily Bozeman and Rawley Lyon Webber
Professor William H. Alexander Memorial Scholarship  
 Grant M. Guidroz
Eric O. Goudeau Memorial Scholarship    
 Sarah Laborde

The 2009-2010 academic year has 
been exciting for the Agricultural Eco-
nomics Graduate Student Association. 

In January, the association became 
an officially recognized organization 
at LSU with Dr. Richard Kazmierczak 
serving as the faculty advisor. This 
new designation allows the organiza-
tion to engage in fundraising activities 
with the goal of establishing a fund for 
student travel. At the beginning of the 
fall 2010 semester, the student associa-
tion will hold officer elections for the 
following year. 

Also notable was the excellent 
turnout for both faculty-student pot-
lucks this year. The cuisine and op-
portunity for everyone new and old to 
gather was great.

We have welcomed and bid 
farewell to many students in both the 
master’s and Ph.D. programs. Dur-
ing the 2009-2010 academic year, a 
total of 12 students graduated from 
these programs. Our graduates have 
secured jobs at universities and other 
organizations around the country. 
Tyler Mark recently accepted a posi-
tion at Morehead State University as 

Dwayne A. Zaunbrecher Memorial Scholarship  
 Betty Mujica
Bueford M. Gile Memorial Scholarship 
 Elizabeth Frazekas

Students receiving scholarships through the College of 
Agriculture included:

Agriculture Development Council Scholarship  
 Savana Abbott
C.W. Causey Scholarship
 Weldon Nipper
Capital Bank and Trust Agricultural Scholarship
 Sarah Laborde
James D. Graugnard Louisiana Farm Bureau Scholarship 
 Lauren Heinen
Murphy J. Foster Scholarship
 Danielle Rushing

assistant professor of agribusiness, and 
Gustavo Ferrierer recently accepted a 
position at Virginia Tech as instructor 
of agribusiness. Paul Darby accepted a 
postdoctoral fellowship with Dr. Rich-
ard P. Vlosky in the Louisiana Forest 
Products Development Center. Augus-
tus Matekole was recently employed 
by the Louisiana Department of Health 
and Hospitals.

Conference attendance has also 
been excellent this year. Graduate 
students have presented more than 40 
papers and posters at the annual meet-
ings for AAEA, SAEA, CNREP and 
IAMA. Travel grants were awarded to 

Hiroki Uematsu, Cristian Nedelea and 
Tyler Mark to attend the AAEA meet-
ing in Denver and to Shanta Parajuli 
and Jeremy D’Antoni for the IAMA 
conference in Boston. 

Hua Wang was the recipient of the 
2010 NOAA-Northern Gulf Institute 
Diversity Internship Program award 
supporting his master’s thesis research. 
Aditya Raj Khanal was recognized 
as the Outstanding M.S. student, and 
Arun Adhikari was recognized as 
the Outstanding Ph.D. student. Both 
students were recognized at the annual 
meeting of the departmental alumni 
association in November 2009. 

A group of graduate students gather for a meeting of the Graduate Student Association.
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2009-2010 Graduates
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August 2009
Bachelor of Science
Angel Alexander Acosta
Arnold Ricardo Bueso
Melanie Michelle Del   
 Percio
Christina Lynn Edwards
Patrick Jamal Mouton
Andrew Robert Seabough
John Riley Spurlock
Kristen Alayn Soniat
Monique Joy Thompson
Master of Science
None
Ph.D.
Pablo Antonio Garcia-  
 Fuentes
Hyun Soo Kang
Marzoughi Ardakani   
 Hassan
Matekole Augustus Nyako
Liliane Kiswensida   
 Zoungrana

December 2009
Bachelor of Science
David Scott Ardoin
Royce Michael Billiot
Daniel Ward Bobo
Robert John Branum
Jonathan Edward Calhoun
Kimberly Michelle David
James Peter Geaghan
Victoria Jean Gosserand
Jessica Wyanne Griffin
Jason Daniel Grosze
Lauren Danielle Harris

Mark Edward Hartsell
Reginald Vandell Hill Jr.
Justin Su Hua
Eric Christian Keys
Michael Hilst Krugler
Stuart Edward Lambert
Brad Michael Landry
Clark Gibson Lanius
David Lee
James Francis Lensing
Neelam Shashikant   
 Phadtare
Christopher Jabbar Ray
Eric Matthew Roberts 
Wesley Kent Robertson III
Jorge Alberto Rodriguez
James Joseph Rumore Jr. 
Ashley Nicole Russo
Robert Louis Ruzensky III
Matthew A. Schexnayder
Rachel Kate Schwenneker
Barrett Powell Smith
Yaphet  Solomon Tadesse
Megan Marie Teachworth
Joseph Patrick Vogt Jr.
Magahn Elizabeth Ward
Michael Reed Warren
Radaja Jeree Williams
Robert Floyd Williams
Erika Ashley Wyatt
Master of Science
None
Ph.D. 
Gustavo Canle Ferreira
Tina Marie Willson

May 2010
Bachelor of Science
Gabriella Marie Bandy   
 Abularach
Travis James Barbara
Justin Ryan Bardwell
Kelsey Lynn Barksdale
Jerriel Bazile Jr.
Michael Joseph Becnel
Patrick Evans Blood
Daniel Ward Bobo
Brittany Marie Bourg
Ernest Ricker Breard Jr.
William Russell Carpenter
James Michael Carroll
David Michael Chol
Brandon Rakeem Cofield
Todd Lloyd Cooper
Elizabeth Michelle Day
Remi Rachal DeLouche Jr. 
Anthony Francis Do
Daniel A. Dominic
Whitney Brooke Drost
Elizabeth Claire Fazekas
Jose V. Fontestad
Kevin Alan Foster
Nora Katherine Francisco
John Bolinger Frierson Jr.
Krista Marie Furnish
Richard Joseph Gremillion Jr.
Corey Denson Hargrove
Joshua Aron Henley
Aneatra Janae Joseph
John Eric Kitto
Casey Lauren Landers
Chase Alexander Landrum

The department enjoys excel-
lent support for its core research and 
extension programs through the LSU 
AgCenter. The College of Agriculture 
supports the teaching program through 
faculty salaries, graduate stipends and 
other support. While this support is 
critical to developing and maintaining 
extension, research and teaching pro-
grams, the level of support is often not 

Camille Renee Lindsey
Robert Daniel Maher IV
Lauren Ellyse Marinovich
Ifeanyi Ikechukwu   
 Mbanugo
Darren Chance McNeely
Peter T. Menard
Jonathan Christopher   
 Menezes
Mary Elizabeth Middendorf
Tewabetch Asebe Negatu
Andrea  Huynh Ngo
Chi Huyen Nguyen
Meshon Rayna Plant
Justin Bradley Porche
James Alexander Price
Christopher Anthony   
 Raschke
Sarah Elizabeth Reed
Vanessa Anne Robicheaux
Frederick Thomas Ruggles
Scott Andrew Shirley
Andrew W. Simonsen
Nhi Van Ta
Erica Alexandra Thompson
Brittaney Leann Vinning
Jonathan Anthony Weeks
Master of Science
John David Barreca
Tyler Paul Carlson
Benjamin Michael Clark
Patrick Lee Hatzenbuehler
Narayan Prasad Nyaupane
Ph.D.
Junpyo Hong

Helping Ensure Excellence in the Department     
of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness

sufficient to provide the extra resources 
to move these programs to the next 
level. Private financial support from 
our alumni and friends is becoming an 
even-more important source of rev-
enue to enhance existing programs and 
begin new initiatives in the department. 
LSU is nearing the end of the “Forever 
LSU” campaign and your continued 

support of departmental programs is 
part of that campaign. 

Your contributions support the 
teaching, research, and extension pro-
grams of the department. The support 
is in the form of student scholarships, 
faculty development and enhanced 
educational experiences through the 
lecture series. 
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From the Undergraduate Students

Progressive Dinner

In Memoriam

The 2009-10 academic year proved 
to be a very exciting and busy year for 
the LSU Agricultural Busineess Club. 

Our twice monthly meetings, were 
well attended and featured several 
speakers from industry to academia, 
including Dr. Paul Coreil, director of 
the Louisiana Cooperative Extension 
Service and vice chancellor of the 
LSU AgCenter, and Dan Petron, the  
regional vice president for Fastenal 
Industries.

The activities of the club were not 
limited to meetings, however, as the 
members toured a working crawfish 
and rice farm in Jennings, La., and the 
Abita Brewery Co. in Abita Springs, 
La. 

Approximately 20 students attend-
ed the club’s annual progressive dinner, 

Dr. Jerry M. Law, a retired professor of agricultural 
economics at LSU, died Oct. 5, 2009, at St. James Place in 
Baton Rouge. He was 89, a resident of Baton Rouge and na-
tive of Zachary. He was a U.S. Coast Guard veteran of World 
War II.  Dr. Law is survived by his wife, Helen Melander 
Law; two daughters, Ginny Peterson and Barbara Nichols; 
son, Dr. Mac Law, Ph.D.; brother, Larry J. Law; and five 
grandchildren, Andrew Nichols, Matt Nichols, Leanne Peter-
son, Daniel Peterson and Rebecca Law. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Jerry McHugh Law Sr., and Eva Harvey 
Law; sisters, Margaret Dawson, Johnnie Mae Johnson and 
Ann Victoria Law. He earned his Ph.D. in agricultural eco-
nomics from the University of Minnesota and was an avid 
hunter, fisherman, rose grower and gardener. 

Dr. Clyde John St. Clergy, retired agricultural econo-
mist for the LSU Cooperative Extension Service, died Nov. 
5, 2009, at his home in Baton Rouge. He was 79. He was 
born in West Monroe and raised in Marksville before moving 
to Baton Rouge with his wife and family. Dr. St. Clergy was 
a Navy veteran who served as an air control man during the 
Korean War. After the war, he developed a passion for agri-
culture while studying at Southwestern Louisiana University 
where he obtained his bachelor’s degree. He then earned 
his master’s degree and Ph.D. from LSU in agricultural 

LSU AgCenter Store
The LSU AgCenter has a number of research-

based publications available for sale. To see what is 
available, please visit the store online at: 

www.lsuagcenter.com/onlinestore

where they were treated to good food 
and fellowship by Drs. Paxton, Detre 
and Cramer. The club members also 
took an active role in the Baton Rouge 
community by volunteering for the 
Downtown Kiwanis Club’s annual pan-

economics. Dr. St. Clergy joined the Louisiana Cooperative 
Extension Service in 1963 as a farm management and public 
affairs specialist. He became head of the Division of Eco-
nomics and Resource Development and served in that capac-
ity until his retirement. He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann 
Armand St. Clergy; son, John St. Clergy and daughter-in-law 
Lucy St. Clergy; daughters, Tammy St. Clergy and Monique 
St. Clergy Perritt; son-in-law, Wayne Perritt; grandchildren, 
Jeanne Marie Lousao, Dustin St. Clergy, Glenn Jordan, Elise 
and Connor Perritt; and great-grandchildren, Madilynne 
Jordan and Noah Lousao. 

cake breakfast and the LSU Kiwanis 
Club’s annual jambalaya lunch. 

We expect the 2010-11 year to 
continue to build upon the previous 
year, as our undergraduate enrollment 
continues to increase.
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Helping Ensure Excellence in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Agribusiness

An envelope is included in this 
newsletter for your convenience should 
you choose to make a contribution to 
support these activities. You may use 
your credit card either online or by 
mail. The department has accounts 
with both the LSU Alumni Association 
and the LSU Foundation, and both ac-
cept credit card donations. For secure 
online donations to the LSU Founda-
tion, go to: http://www.lsufoundation.
org/. Select the giving tab and click on 
online giving. You will be asked to sup-

ply your credit card information and 
designate the fund to receive the con-
tribution. To make a contribution to the 
departmental development fund, select 
“or the benefit of a school or depart-
ment” and then give the departmental 
name in the next box. For donations to 
scholarships or professorships, select 
the appropriate category and then name 
the professorship or scholarship in the 
next box. A listing of the professor-
ships and scholarships is shown on the 
enclosed envelope.


